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1. SITUATION AT END OF PERIOD 


a» The Soviet Union is in an advanced stage of preparation for war 
and could initiate offensive operations with no additional warn- 
ing. Reliable inteliigenca on Soviet intentions to go to war 
in the negr future is lacking. 


be There are no firm indications of Soviet intentions in Korea. 
There are indications of an air and ground build-up by Chinese 
Commmist forces in Manchuria but there are no indications as to 
whether they are intended for offensive or defensive pumposes. — 


c. There are no indications of an imminent attack on Formosa. 
Although weather conditions will not be favorable for an attack 
after mid-September, an attack after that date is possible. 


d. ‘There are continuing indications of increasing preparedness of 
Soviet and Satellite forces in Europe, but no recent unusual 
troop activity has been reported. 


2. SOVIET~COMMUNIST OPERATIONS DURING PERIOD 


ao Summary .--There are indications of the movement of elements of 
the Chinese Communist Fourth Field Army to Manchuria and there 
are reports of increased Chinese Communist ground and air activity 
on the North Korean border. The Chinese Commnists have alleged 
that U. S. bombers attacked Manchurian cities and have demanded 
the withdrawal of U.S. forces from Formosa. There are no new 
indications of a Chinese-Communist attack on Tibet. There are 
no current indications of Soviet troop movement in Europe, but 
airfield preparations~ and logistical build-up continue. 


b. Operations of enemy component elements. 
(1) KOREA .=See current situation reports. Cumlative infor~ 


mation continues to indicate preparations for the recon~ 
stitution of a North Korean alr arm. 
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(2) CHINA.--ELemsnts of the Chinese Communist Fourth Field 
Army have moved to Manchuria during recent weeks. The 
Chinese Communists are reportedly increasing their 
ground and air activity on the Manchurian-North Korean 
border. Thais activity, together with Chinese Communist 
charges of U.S. attacks on their territory, could be a 
preliminary to intervention in the Korean conflict, bat 
there are no firm indications of Chinese Communist in- 
tentions. Available information does not indicate an 
imminent attack on Formosa. 


(3) INDO-CHINA.~<There are further indications of Chinese 
Communist training and re~equipping of the Viet Minn, 
apparently as a long~-term program. A Viet Minh offen- 
sive and increased guerrilla operations in Laos and 
Cambodia are possible in the near future. 


(4) TIBET.--The Chinese Communists are apparently continuing 
efforts to secure control of Tibst by negotiation; an 
invasion is still possible although it does not appear 
to have begun. 


(5). BUROPE.—~There are no indications of unusual recent troop 
activity. ‘The Soviets are transferring some equipment 
and personnel from Austria to Hungary. The re-equip- 
ping of Soviet air units in Hungary with jet fighters has 
begun. There are further fregmentary indications of in- 
creased petroleum stockpiles in Europe. There have been 
siseable shipmenta of Soviet military equipment to the 
Balkans during the past few months. 


(6) NEAR EAST.—The U.S.SoR. has continued its conciliatory 
gestures towards Iran with the apparent intention of 
increasing Soviet influence in the border provinces. 
There are no reliable indications of imminent Kurdish 
uprisingsin the Near East. 


3. See Tab "At attached. 


4c COMMUNIST CAPABILITIES.-~Chinese Conmunist capabilities for inter- 
vention in Korea from Manchuria are evidently increasing. Soviet 
and Commmist capabilities in Europe remain essentially unchanged 
but capabilities for surprise attack have increased over the past 
several months. 
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TAB OAS 
ESTIMATE OF SOVIET JNTENTIONS TO GO TO WAR IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE 


Proceedings of the Joint Intelligence Indications Commities 
30 August 1950 


1. Soviet Intentions in the Far East. 


ae Recent Chinese Communist statements and reports of 
military activity jn Manchuria have raised the question of whether the 
Chinese Communists are preparing for military gntervention in the Korean 
conflict. The following constitutes the intelligence available at pres~ 
ent with respect to Chinese Communist capabilities and preparations for 
such action. 


(1) Chinese Commnist forces in Manchuria are estimated 
to include 400',900 military district troops (provincial 
forces) among whom are 70,000 Koreans with experience 
in the Chinese Commnist Forcess. There are al6o an 
estimated 165,000 former Nationalist soldiers in 
Manchuria. 


(2) Since the fall of Hainan to the Chinese Commnists » 


large elements of the Chinese Communist Fourth Field 
Arny northward from the Canton area but the ultimate 
destination of the bulk of this Army is not known. 

There are indications of the movements of elements of 


apparently to Manchuria. The identity of the units | 
ana the size of the movement are unknown, except that 
4% is possible that the 40th Arnys with an estimated 
strength of 22,000, was 4ncluded in the movenent 
There are no firm indications of the presence in 
Manchuria of & substential portion of the Fourth Field 
Army. The Fourth Field Aray originally came fron 
Manchuria. 


(3) There are 4ndications of a build-up of Chinese Communist 


ments of the Fourth Field Army in this area has been 
reported, there are no firm 4dentifications of the troops. 
A reinforcement of the North Korean border could be com 
posed of military district troops or Koreans from 
Manchuria. The build-up of Chinese Communist defenses 

on the border would be 2 Logical security development 

in view of the Korean conflict. 
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(4) There are indications of increased air activity at 
Antung, including reports of the arrival of Sighters 
and medium bombers. It has algo been alleged that 
Antung is the main base of the North Korean Air Force; 
this would be a logical security precaution against 
Ue So bombing although it is not confirmed. There are 
three airfields in the Antung area whose combined 
facilities could handle 300 aircraft. On 24 Auguaty, a 
U. &. reconnaissance plane on a mission near, but not 
over, the Manchurian border received anti-airoraft 
fire, some of which was estimated to have come from 
across the Yalu River near Antung. 


(5) There are no indications of the movement of Chinese 
t units into Koreaynor are there indications 
that the North Korean forces have been reinforced by 
substantial numbers of Koreans from Manchuria. 


(6) In an offictal protest of 27 August, the Chinese 
Communist Government charged that U. S. bombers had 
strafed and bombed three Chinese cities and Antung 
airfield on the Manchurian sida of the Yalu River. The 
protest stated that the U.S. should bear all responsi- 
bilities and consequences for these acts, demanded com- 
pensation, and reserved the right of raising further 
demands with regard to the provocative acts of U. S. 
aggressive forces in Korea. This protest was possibly 
intended as a justification for future Chinese Commnist 
intervention in Korea. 


be Cumilative evidence of the past two weeks strongly indicates 
preparations for the reconstitution of a North Korean air arm. Photo 
reconnaissance has shown rapid construction of new aircraft revetments 
and repair of old revetments at several fields in Korea. As indicated 
above, additional aircraft reported at Antung, Manchuria, may be con= 
. Signed to the North Koreans. 


ce Available information continues to show no indications of 
an imminent attack on Formosa. In a communication to the United Nations, 
Chinese Commnist Foreign Minister Chou En~Lai Stated that the movement 
of the U.S. Seventh Fleet into the Formosa Strait and the arrival of 
contingents of the U.S. Air Force in Formosa constituted direct armed 
aggression on Chinese territory. He reiterated the intent of the Chinese 


armed forces from Formosa. According to a recent unconfirmed report 
the Chinese Communists have shown reluctance to undertake an invasion of 


been postponed for a further < Sino-Soviet military conference. Hi 


gh~ 
ranking Chinese Communist Army officers are reported to have left Peiping 
on 16 August for a military conference in the U.8.S.R, 
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dad. Furthor evidence of Chinese Comminist assistance to the 
Viet Minh has been received. About 15,000 - 17,000 Viet Minh are now 
believed to be in training camps in Yunnan or Kwangsi or in transit 
between these camps and Tonkin.. These trainees are replaced at regular 
intervals by other groups which receive new materiel in the training 
areas Artillery, tank, and ground aviation training and other long- 
term projects indicate that a modernization of the Viet Minh armed .. 
forces on the North Korean pattern be in progress. 
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movements in Laos and Cambodia appear to have been revitalized 
and absorbed by the Viet Minh, and a resurgence of rebel activity in 
these states can probably be expected at an early date. This conceiv- 
ably could be followed by the establishment of "people's republics" 
with subsequent recognition by the U.S.5.R. and the Commnist bloc, a 
development which would further extend and weaken French forces. A 
report of the presence of 150 Soviet type aircraft on airfields in 
Yunnan is not supported by available evidence. ‘There are a number of 
airfields in the area, however, and three are capable of supporting 
mediun bombers. 7 


e. There is no further information on the dispositions of 
Chinese Communist. forces for an attack on Tibet, and reports that the 
attack has begun appear to be unfounded. Indian discussions with the 
Chinese Communists on the question have led the former to believe 
that the Chinese do not contemplate an immediate attack but that the 
Chinese will insist on the setting up of a Commnist regime in Lhasa, 
by negotiation if possible. The high passes into Tibet will be blocked 
by snow in early autumn. 


f. The dispatch of a Burmese Ambassador to Moscow and the 
arrival in Burma.of 4 Chinese Communist diplomatic mission will un~ 
doubtedly result in increased Communist pressure on the pro-Soviet 

4 elenents in the Socialist Party and the Burmese Government. ‘here is 
no indication, however, of a change in the official government policy 
of neutrality. : 


go From the foregoing, it concluded that: 


(1) There are indications of an air and ground build-up 
by Chinese Communist forces in Manchuria, but there 
are no indications as yet, as to how these forces will 
be used or whether they are for offensive or defensive 


PUrpOSGB « 


(2) There are continuing indications of preparations for 
increased air operations by the North Korean forces. 


(3) Available information does not indicate an imminent 
attack on Formosas 


Approved TOP. SEGRE Ties T01172R000400200009-8 
3 


(4) Chinese Communist aid to the Viet Minh indicates a 
pattern of long-term modernization of Viet Minh 
forces, but a Viet Minh offensive and intensified 
guerrilla activities in Laos and Cambodia are pos~ 
sibilities in the near future. 


(5) A Chinese Commnist invasion of Tibet is still 
possible but the Chinese are apparently also con- 
tinuing efforts to secure control of Tibet by 
negotiation. 


2. Soviet Intentions in Europe and the Near East. . 
ae There have been no reports of unusual troop movements by 

Soviet or Eastern European forces. Some Bulgarian units which were on 

the Yugoslav border are reported to be returning to their normal locations. 


be Further indications of rail shipments from Austria to 
Hungary suggest that the Soviets may be transferring a chemical equipment 
depot to Hungary; there was previous evidence of the probable move of 
an army supply depot from Austria to Hungary. A new Soviet depot in the 
Budapest area is reported to be receiving ordnance equipment, possibly 
from Austria. Unusual numbers of Soviet vehicles have been observed in 
Budapest recently and shipments of office and household furniture fron 
Austria have been noted. It thus appears that the Soviets are moving 
some personnel and materiel from Austria to Hungary but the full extent 
of this movement and the reasons for it are not knom. ‘he movement may 
represent the transfer of a portion of the Central Group of Forces Head- 
quarters from Austria to Hungary, a move of depots for closer support of 
Soviet troops in Hungary (heretofore supplied from depots in Austria) or 
preparation for increased shipments of equipment to the Hungarian Army. 
There is no information that this movement has been accompanied by the 
arrival of equipment from the U.S .SeRe or Rumania. 


Ce With the expected completion of present airfield construction 
in Eastern Europe by 1 Ootober, there will be a total of 40 airfields in 
Eastern Europe with 6,000 foot runways capable of handling jet aircraft. 
Some of the airfields in Germany will also be suitable for operations of 
long-range bombers (TU-4's), and there have been some suggestions that 
the Soviets intend to station new twin~jet bombers at some of the fields 
in Germany. Reliable observations in Hungary now show a totel of 13 
swaptback wing jet fighters (MIG-15's) and one jet trainer at two air- 
fields, and there are strong indications of a jet training program in 
Hungary. ‘These developments indicate the beginning of a re-equipment 
program of Soviet air units in Hungary. 


ad. Fragmentary reports continue to suggest an increase in’ 
stockpiles of petroleum products in Europe, but there is no firm svidence 
of the extent. ‘There is further evidence of unusual conservation of gaso- 
line in the Soviet Zone of Germany, of filling of underground tanks and 
of repair of depots and other preparations for additional storage. There 
is as yet no confirmation of the previously reported large movements of 
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' Bast German tank cars to the U.S.5.R. and Rumania. Information fron, 


Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria indicates preparation of additional 
storage facilities or movements of tank cars in apparently unusual 
number's o 


ee Although there have been few indications of recent sigifi- 
cant troop activity in Rumania or Bulgaria,[_ | generally have con- 
tisméd to report increased arrivals of Soviet equipment, including § ~~ 
tanks, in those countries during the past few months. It is. believed 
that substantial amounts of Soviet equipment have arrived in Bulgaria 
during recent momths, and the shipment of large amounts of medical 
supplies from the U.S.SeRe has also been reported. Recent shipping 
tonnages to Albania have been approximately seven times the normal 
monthly rate, but only fragmentary information is available on cargo 
items. Known shipments have included grains, vehiokes, railr0ad equip- 
ment, machinery, small arms and ammunition, and petroleum products. In~ 
formation is insufficient to indicate whether these increased shipments 
are intended primarily for military purposes :‘or for an improvement of 
Albania's impoverished economy. 


, eee eee | 
Black Sea maneuvers kre now scheduled for 5 = ptember. vious 


reports indicated that these naval maneuvers 
would be accom rge © ground maneuvers in Eastern Europe. 


go The U.S.SR- has continued ite moves to conciliate Iran, 
with an offer to form a mixed commission to settle border disputes. An 
unconfirmed report of the terms of a Soviet trade offer also suggests 
that the U.S.S.Re is particularly seeking to influence the Iranian 
border provinces; the Soviets are said to desire a monopdély on purchases 
of agricultural products from these provinces and the right to station 
trade representatives in them. Further rumors of impending Kurdish 
uprisings in the Near East are not supported by reliable information. 


he. From the foregoing, it is concluded that: 
(1) There are no conclusive indications of imminent Soviet 
hostilities in Western Europe, the Balkans or the 
Near East. 
(2) There are continuing indications of increasing Soviet 
military preparations in these areas, particularly of 
supply facilities and logistical build-up. 


(3) An attack in any of these areas could occur without 
additional warning. 
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Colonel Vance, USAF (JIG) 
Colonel Hummel, USMC (ONI) 
Colonel Wackwits, USAF (D/I-USAF) 
Colonel Blair, USAF (D/I-USAF) 
Colonel Adams, G~2 
Colonel Baker, G-2 
Colonel Duff, G-2 
Colonel Smith, 0-2 
Colonel Wells, G-2 
Lt Colonel Merrill, G-2 
Major Burn, G~2 
Mr Strong, State Department 
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lr McKee, G~ 
Wiss Grabo, G2 (Secretary) 
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